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SUBJ: KOREAN EIRM CLAIMS TO ASSEMBLE PIANO MADE EROM U.S. 
COMPONENTS 

1. NORMAN JOHNSON, DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL DIVISION, 
BALDWIN PIANO & ORGAN CO. CALLED ON COMMATT TO DISCUSS 
CLAIMS MADE BY SAM ICK PIANO COMPANY, A KOREAN PIANO 
MANUFACTURER. ACCORDING TO JOHNSON, SAM ICK IS CLAIMING 
THAT ITS PIANO, MARKETED UNDER BRAND NAME OF "HORUGEL" 

IS ASSEMBLED IN KOREA FROM PARTS MANUFACTURED IN U.S. 
(COMMATT VERIEIED THIS BY CALL TO LOCAL AGENT OF SAM 
ICK). JOHNSON CLAIMS THAT HIS COMPANY HAS HAD LONG 

AND UNHAPPY HISTORY OF DEALINGS WITH SAM ICK. ACCORDING 
TO JOHNSON, "HORUGEL" ENTIRELY MANUFACTURED IN KOREA 
WITH ONLY RAW SPRUCE BEING IMPORTED EROM U.S. HE STATED 
THAT SAM ICK AGENTS IN HONG KONG, SINGAPORE AND MALAYSIA 
ARE ENJOYING EXCELLENT SALES, AT U.S. PIANO MANUFACTURERS' 
EXPENSE, BECAUSE OF CLAIM THAT "HORUGEL" ASSEMBLED 
FROM PARTS MANUFACTURED IN U.S. 

2. COMMATT WOULD LIKE TO RAISE THIS ISSUE WITH GOM 
CONSUMERS PROTECTION AGENCY. BEFORE DOING SO, HOWEVER, 
WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY SEOUL'S VERIFYING THAT 
"HORUGEL" ACTUALLY MANUEACTURED IN KOREA AND NOT 
ASSEMBLED EROM U.S. COMPONENTS. 
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